


Taking the precautions listed below will help
you avoid waste oil accidents, limit your legal

liability, and protect both your workers and

the environment.

Storing Waste Oil
l Store waste oil in sturdy, leakproof metal

containers or in a tank approved by your local

f i re department.
l Label the container, tank, and fillpipe for

underground tanks in large Iet ters:  “Used Oi l . ”

l Keep containers closed unless you are adding

or removing waste oi l .

l Place containers  on a surface made from any

nonporous mater ial ,  such as concrete, that

waste oi l  cannot pass through. The surface

should have no cracks or gaps.
l Store waste oil away from drains or ignition

sources.

Inspecting Storage Areas
l Check containers and storage areas each week

for spills Or leaks from lids, seals, and seams.

Preparing for a Spill
l Keep cleanup and containment materials ready

for immediate use.
l Write an emergency responce plan, post the

instruct ions in an easi ly v is ib le spot in the shop,

and train employees in the procedures.

Recycling or Disposing Waste Oil
l Contract with a Iicensed transporter to pick up

your waste oi l  for  recycl ing O r  d isposal ,  (Cal l

t he  Ma ine  Depar tmen t  o f  Env i ronmen ta l

P ro tec t i on  [ME DEP]  a t  207 -287-2651  fo r  f u r -

ther informat ion including a l ist  of  t ransporters.)

O R . . . .
l Burn the waste oil in an approved space heater-

in your garage (Contact  a heater oi l  burner



(Manag ing  was te  o i l  f i l t e r s  con t . )

(Recyc l i ng  o r  d i spos ing  was te  o i l  con t . )

dealer for  more informat ion on proper instal lat ion

of a space heater.)

Managing Waste Oil Filters
Follow these steps when changing oil filters.

I .  Remove  the  f i l t e r  f r om the  eng ine  wh i l e  warm
and  immed ia te l y  d ra in  f r ee - f l ow ing  o i l .

2.  Put the drained oi l  in your waste oi l  drum

or tank.

3. Puncture the f i l ter  dome. Place the f i l ter  on a
rack to drain into a waste oi l  drum or tank for

12 hours.

OR... Hot drain and Crush the filter.

Store the used filter in a separate, closed metal
container that  is  labeled “Waste Oi l  F i l ters.”

Ship the used f i l ters to a recycler or discard
them as sol id waste af ter 12 hours of  draining.

(Con tac t  t he  ME DEP a t  207 -287-2651  fo r

further information.)

Handling Shop Towels and Absorbents
Containing Waste Oil

To avoid managing towels and absorbents as

hazardous waste, they must contain only waste oil

and the oil cannot be free-flowing or dripping.

l Send shop towels to a permitted industrial

laundry.
OR.... Discard dry towels in the trash.

l Handle large amounts of absorbents (spill

c leanups) as “special  waste.”  (Contact  the

So l i d  Was te  D iv i s i on  o f  t he  ME DEP a t
207-287-2651 for further informat ion.)  Smal l

amounts of absorbents may be disposed in

the trash
l Store shop towels and absorbents in separate

meta l  con ta ine rs  w i th  t i gh t - f i t t i ng  l i ds .

l Label  containers “Contaminated Shop Towels
On ly ”  and  “O i l y  Was te  Abso rben ts  On l y " ,

as appropr iate.

Good housekeeping reduces spills and protects you against liability. Here are several suggestions for
limiting waste oil problems in your shop.

l Place drip pans under cars.

l Use different pans for waste oil and for parts covered with solvents.

l Fill drip pans only half-way and then use a funnel to pour the oil into a drum or tank.

l Use dry cleanup methods when you do have spills. You can use (I) reusable absorbent pads, ( 2) a bristle
broom and brush, or (3) mops that absorb only oi ly l iquids.  Wring out or pour the waste oi l  you clean up into a
container or tank. Clean any leftover waste oil with a rag. Discard the cleanup debris in a separate container
from the used oil. As a last resort, use clay absorbents or sawdust, or alternatives such as corn cobs or peat.

l Bui ld curbs around your waste oi l  s torage area to contain 110% of the volume of  the largest waste oi l  con-
tainer or tank.



Improper Management of Waste
Oil Is Against the Law

it is illegal to discard waste oil in a dump-

ster, down a sewer, in the water, or on

the  g round .  I n  add i t i on ,  any  m ix tu re  o f

waste oil and solvents is considered a

hazardous waste,  which makes disposal

costs extremely high.

Why Is Waste Oil a Concern?

Waste  o i l  con ta ins  ha rmfu l  con tam inan ts

such as benzene and lead, picked up

dur ing the operat ion of  a vehic le.  Safe

management and disposal  of  waste oi l

protects not just  dr inking water,  f ish, and

land, but also the workers in your shop.

 Why Does It Make Good Business
Sense to Reduce Waste Oil Spills?

Waste oi l  spi l ls  cost  money and take

t ime to c lean up. Even minor spi l ls  can

cause  ma jo r  con tam ina t i on  p rob lems

you arc legally required to clean up any

spi l ls  and you may also be subject  to

government f ines.

If You Need Help

Keep  these  te lephone  numbers  handy .

If you have an oil spill, call the

neares t  Ma ine  Depar tmen t  o f

Env i ronmen ta l  P ro tec t i on

(ME DEP)  o f f i ce .

Augusta                                                                            207-287-7800

Bangor                                                                                                                              207-94I-4570

Portland    2 0 7 - 8 2 2 - 6 3 0 0

Presque   Isle                                                                              207-764-0477

(After 5:OO pm on weekdays
a n d  o n  w e e k e n d s ,  c a l l  8 0 0 - 4 8 2 - 0 7 7 7 )

I f  you have quest ions about

state waste oi l  regulat ions,

contact the ME DEP                            207-287-265I

I f  you want f ree technical  assis-

tance for your shop, contact the

ME DEP Small  Business Assis-

tance Program 800-789-9802

For any other quest ions, contact your local  f i re

depar tmen t ,  hea l th  depar tmen t  o r  sewer  au tho r i t y .

I f  you arc not sure who to cal l ,  contact your ci ty

o r  t own  ha l l .
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