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“Phasing Out PFOS and PBDEs: Voluntary and Regulatory Steps”
Ken will discuss EPA’s approach to the voluntary industry phase out of perfluorooctyl sulfonates (PFOS) and polybrominated diphenyl ethers (PBDEs).  He will examine the voluntary and regulatory steps taken on these emerging chemicals, leading up to and directly following industry’s decision to leave these markets.  This involved not only various regulatory tools available under the Toxic Substances Control Act – including significant new use rules, “substantial risk” notices, and regulation of new chemicals -- but also creative use of voluntary programs and stakeholder dialogue, working to improve EPA region/headquarters communication, and awareness of the political and public climate in response to evidence of environmental contamination.
